Dr. Marr considers his findings in the context of global urbanization and growing inequality. According to him, homelessness is nearly 30 times as prevalent in Los Angeles as compared to Tokyo. But he doesn't focus on the punitive and exclusionary policies so commonly cited in critiques of globalization. Instead, he sees hope in ameliorative, helpful policies and programs that assist people in the escape from homelessness. A critic of transitional housing (an area in which he once worked), he sees promise in the "housing first" and "rapid rehousing" programs that today are designed to get people out of homelessness as a first priority, and which don't require treatment compliance or sobriety to get into housing. These programs provide just the "forgiving contexts" that he has identified as facilitating exits from homelessness in his research. He is forgiving himself toward the often easily criticized program staff, who he sees as having the difficult job of being both holistic and caring, but who also have to guard against misuse of programs or from being deceived by clients.
By focusing on exits from homelessness, Dr. Marr also has an interesting vantage point from which to view some longstanding claims in homelessness research-for example, that the population is often trapped in a subculture of deviance and that people take on an identity of homelessness that is self-perpetuating. Dr. Marr's longitudinal study instead finds those claims to be simplistic and overstated. People don't stay trapped in homelessness, and they break free from the condition in most cases. Accordingly, he argues that homelessness is not a trait or identity, but a temporary predicament, a perspective that doesn't as readily emerge from cross-sectional research as it would in a longitudinal study.
Dr. Marr's book provides an interesting and valuable contribution. We learn not only about the interesting differences between homelessness in Tokyo and Los Angeles, but about the difference that a longitudinal perspective can make, and how a focus on exits, as compared to entrances, can provide valuable new insights into the forgiving contexts that social policy and social programs should aim to create if indeed we hope to end peoples' homelessness predicaments.
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